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Disclaimer

This presentation is based upon materials either compiled by us through independent research, or supplied to us by

third parties. Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information given in this document is accurate, we

do not accept liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty is given or responsibility

accepted as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.

This Map is not intended to provide an exhaustive overview!

About Scottish Development International (SDI)

SDI is Scotland's economic, enterprise, innovation and investment agency, 

assisting Scottish firms with their trade-activities and supporting foreign 

companies who would like to do business, invest or are looking for 

collaboration partners in Scotland.
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* 4 of the top 200 universities globally are from Scotland  - The Times Higher Education Ranking

**  EY Scotland Attractiveness Survey 2020

HOW WE SUPPORT COMPANIES

UK Digital Health Market forcast to reach $ 28.3 bn

by 2025

Ideal test-bed conditions in remote & rural as well as 

urban areas

Strong collaborative triple helix between the NHS, 

Industry & Academia to foster innovation

Single centralised healthcare & telehealth provider

Excellent digital health records

Expanding cluster of over 280 digital health companies

Attractive Talent Pool – Excellent Universities & 

Innovation Centres (21,000 graduates per year in IT /

41,000 people work in life sciences)

Scotland is the most attractive UK region for foreign 

direct investment after London.**
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CUSTOMERSNHS 
Scotland

NHS Health Boards (Scotland)
Healthcare provision by 14 geographically-based local NHS 

Boards & 7 National Special Health Boards

NHS (other UK regions)
National healthcare 

provider serving 60 

million.

Primary Healthcare 

(PTCs)

Public Contracts Scotland incl. NHS tenders

Social 

Services

Housing Associations

Local Authorities
Convention of Scottish Local 

Authorities – COSLA

Scotland Excel:

Procurement Local 

Councils

Hospitals

Insurance Companies
- Employ 23,000 people in Scotland (7% of 

UK total)

- Private Health Insurance, 10% market

Private 

Individuals

The Life Sciences 

Industry
- £2.4bn sector, 41,,000 

employees, 7% growth p.a.

MARKET ACCESS

➢ eDRIS - national data safe haven service

NHS Electronic data

➢ NHS Scotland Open Data & Statistics 

➢ Usher Institute - Interdisciplinary study 

of designing, developing, using IT solutions

➢ Innovation Healthcare Delivery Programme 

Scotland – linking NHS data to innovation

➢ Data Lab – Value from data for companies

➢ iCAIRD – Radiology & Digital Pathology

ACCESS TO DATA

➢ Digital Health & Care Centre 

conduit between digital health 

tech & NHS 

INNOVATION

CHALLENGES

DIGITAL HEALTH COMPANY LANDSCAPE - over 280 companies
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SUPPORTING INDUSTRIES

- 220 companies, strong academia
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Product Design Scottish Tech Sector

Imaging Data & AI

Cyber Security

Cloud Computing

INDUSTRY ENABLERS

The Bayes Centre Innovation hub for Data Science & AI

The Data Lab Access expertise in data

SICSA Scottish Informatics & Computer Science Alliance

CENSIS Innovation Centre for Sensor Technology & IoT

Fintech Scotland Scottish Fintech Ecosystem

INNOVATION CENTRES & UNIVERSITIES

Digital Health & Care Innovation Centre 

NHS 24 Scotland‘s Telehealth & -care organisation

ICAIRD AI Research in Digital Diagnostics

Precision Medicine Scotland Innovation Centre

SINAPSE – Scottish Imaging Network

ScotlandIS – Digital Association & Ecosystem

Usher Institute Population & Public Health Data

eDris – Electronic Data & Innovation Service

EPCC – Edinburgh Centre High Performance Comp.

Precision Medicine

Database / Patient RecordsGaming Industry

➢ Small Business Research Initiative (SBRI) - pan-UK 

funding calls for SMEs to deliver innovation

➢ Scottish Health Innovations (SHIL)

➢ Health Innovation Assessment Portal (HIAP) - submit 

your innovation & have it assessed by NHS Scotland 

➢ Scottish Health Technologies Group (SHTG) 

➢ NHS 24 – Scotland‘s Telehealth & -care organisation

TECHNOLOGY ADOPTION

- Advice & access to R&D grants and other financial support 

schemes

- Advice on how to access the NHS with an innovative 

digital health product or service

- Access to Scottish companies, research institutions, the 

Scottish Government, public agencies and potential 

investors

- Market & location advice, how to set up in ScotlandScottish Universities – digital health degrees 

& strong IT expertise

Interface – connecting companies to academics

DHI – Funding calls

SBRI – Funding calls 

for healthcare

Industrial Strategy

Challenge Fund

SHIL Funding

E-HEALTH SOLUTIONS NEEDED IN SCOTLAND

- Digital Health & Care Strategy Scotland - Integrating Health & Care

- NHS Priorities: Remote Access Diagnostics (e.g. cancer detection), 

Preventive & Proactive Care, Integrated Unscheduled & Planned Care

- Digital Health & Care Innovation Centre Priorities: Cancer, Cardiovascular, 

Covid-19, Chronic Respiratory, Citizen Empowerment, Demand & Capacity 

Management, Diabetes, Digital Skills Training, Healthy Aging, Mental Health

ss Specialist Consultancies
- 1,500 tech businesses, £4.5 billion 

industry

- Top Gaming location, Abertay Univ. 

ranked no. 1 in Europe for Gaming

- InGAME is a £11.5m R&D Centre

- Over 180 companies, using AI

£9.5 million 

investment into the 

Precision Med 

Innovation Centre

➢ NHS Research Scotland (NRS) 

Supports Clinical Translational 

Research. Single point of 

contact for clinical trials. Access 

to leading clinicians.

➢ Precision Medicine Scotland

(PMS-IC)

TRIAL TECHNOLOGY
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